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Whilst the information contained in this report has been prepared and collated in good faith, The Wind
Innovation Hub partners — The Offshore Renewable Energy (ORE) Catapult, National Composites
Centre (NCC) and The National Manufacturing Institute Scotland (NMIS) - make no representation or
warranty (express or implied) as to the accuracy or completeness of the information contained herein
nor shall we be liable for any loss or damage resultant from reliance on the same.
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1 INTRODUCTION TO THE WIND INNOVATION HUB

The Wind Innovation Hub (WIH) is an independent collaborative partnership designed to accelerate
innovation, industrial growth, and strategic coordination across the UK’s offshore wind sector.
Focusing on five Mission Areas, the WIH’s role is to specify where innovation investment should be
directed to achieve the Offshore Wind Industrial Growth Plan (IGP).

The UK has built a global leadership position in offshore wind, but staying ahead will take faster
innovation, stronger collaboration and better support for the technologies and businesses shaping the
next generation of projects. Funded by Innovate UK, the Wind Innovation Hub has been created to do
exactly that. It was formed by the Offshore Renewable Energy (ORE) Catapult, NCC and National
Manufacturing Institute Scotland (NMIS), bringing together more than 45 years of combined
innovation and technology expertise spanning offshore renewable energy, advanced composites,
digital and sustainable manufacturing, and industrial scale-up.

Anchored within existing national innovation infrastructure, the Hub will act as a focal point for
identifying and aligning critical sector innovation and R&D priorities and assets. It will convene
expertise and innovation funding through a coordinated overarching strategy designed to deliver
targeted activities that unlock the next generation of offshore wind capability.

The Wind Innovation Hub mission areas target five priorities:
¢ Transforming Blades - Advanced turbine technology
e Deepwater Wind - Industrialised foundations and substructures
e AC/DC Reliable Cables - Future electrical systems and cables
e Accelerated Consenting - Smart environmental services
e Future Proofing Offshore Wind Operations - Next generation installation and O&M

Each of the missions translates the Offshore Wind Industrial Growth Plan’s strategic themes into
focused, fundable innovation programmes. Together, they aim to increase UK content, jobs, GVA and
exports while accelerating reliable offshore wind deployment.

This is the Wind Innovation Hub’s first support initiative, drawing on the experience and expertise of
organisations that have delivered innovation programmes across offshore renewable energy,
advanced manufacturing and industrial scale-up. We are committed to running the programme in a
way that is transparent, responsive and shaped by ongoing engagement with applicants, partners and
stakeholders. Feedback gathered throughout the process will be used to strengthen delivery, improve
future support and ensure the programme remains focused on providing practical, meaningful value
to the businesses selected.

2 ACCELERATING INNOVATIONS PROGRAMME

2.1 Overview

The Wind Innovation Hub’s first initiative is the Accelerating Innovations Programme (AIP). This
programme has an overall value of £2 million and will support up to 20 businesses with up to £100,000
of in-kind funding. The AIP will identify high potential businesses developing innovative technologies,
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products and services for the UK offshore wind industry. Funding through the programme will be used
to address the most pressing challenges facing each business and innovation.

ORE Catapult has developed a bespoke Innovation Assessment Framework, which helps to identify
support pathways for high potential businesses. Following a scoping workshop with ORE Catapult, NCC
and NMIS, the Wind Innovation Hub will identify the best support pathways for a business accepted
onto the programme. Activity delivered by the Hub on behalf of an awardee may be conducted by one
of the three organisations delivering the WIH, or it could be provided by other third parties (e.g. other
Catapults/RTOs and consultants). All activity delivered by the WIH on behalf of an awardee will be
approved by our funder, Innovate UK, following a recommendation from the AIP team.

2.2 Eligibility Criteria
In order to be eligible for support from the Wind Innovation Hub, you must be:

e A UK-registered company, of any size, with a valid Companies House registration number

o Charities, universities and research and technology organisations (RTOs) are not
eligible.

e Developing an innovative product, technology or service aligned with one of the following
Wind Innovation Hub missions:

o Transforming Blades - Advanced Turbine Technology

o Deepwater Wind - Industrialised Foundations & Substructures
o AC/DC Reliable Cables - Future Electrical Systems & Cables

o Accelerated Consenting - Smart Environmental Services

o Future proofing offshore wind operations - Next Generation Installation and O&M

e Able to demonstrate their innovation is at Technology Readiness Level 5-8.

e Developing the innovation from within the UK (i.e. your company has people based in the UK
conducting the technology and commercial development).

e Able to accept up to £100,000 in Minimal Financial Assistance (MFA) value — see the subsidy
section for details.

e Able to commit resources to support the Wind Innovation Hub in the delivery of its support.
Evidence of senior/C-suite-level commitment is required.

e Anindividual company must submit only one application.

ANY COMPANY THAT SUBMITS MORE THAN ONE APPLICATION WILL BE DEEMED INELIGIBLE FOR
ALL APPLICATIONS.

Wind Innovation Hub Public 2
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3 INNOVATION THEMES

The aim of this application call is to identify high potential businesses developing innovative
technologies, products and services aligned with Mission Areas identified by the WIH. The summaries
below provide guidance on the types of technologies relevant under each Mission Area.

NB — we appreciate that you may view that your business is developing a technology that could apply
to multiple Mission Areas. If you are unsure which is the right category to align with, please contact
the programme team using the contact details in this scope and guidance document.

3.1 Transforming Blades - Advanced Turbine Technology

This Mission Area focuses on technologies that strengthen UK blade capability by improving blade
design, manufacturing capacity and capability, quality, performance and lifecycle sustainability.
Relevant technologies include advanced and recyclable materials, digital and Al-enabled design tools,
manufacturing automation, defect detection, inspection systems and solutions that reduce blade mass
while maintaining strength and reliability. Applicants should show how their innovation can improve
blade productivity, quality, durability or environmental performance without requiring whole-system
turbine redesign. The UK already has significant through-life blade capabilities such as design,
modelling, manufacturing and recycling capability, which supports the deployment of the projects
developed in the UK. To capture more of this opportunity, we’ll need to triple our blade manufacturing
capacity, increase the quality, performance and reliability of the product manufactured here, and
reduce manufacturing and operating costs.

3.2 Deepwater Wind - Industrialised Foundations and substructures

This Mission Area supports technologies that increase the UK’s capability to design, manufacture and
deploy platforms and deepwater substructures at scale. Relevant innovations include floating platform
concepts, hybrid or rigid structures, mooring and anchoring technologies, modular fabrication
approaches, automated welding, robotics-enabled production, novel materials, digital design tools and
solutions that improve serial manufacture and supply chain efficiency for sites operating beyond a
depth of 50 metres. Applicants should demonstrate how their technology can reduce cost, strengthen
reliability, increase production capacity or support the commercialisation of deepwater or floating
offshore wind.

3.3 AC/DC Reliable Cables - Future Electrical Systems and Cables

This Mission Area focuses on technologies that improve the reliability, resilience and performance of
offshore wind electrical systems and cable infrastructure. Relevant innovations include 132 kV dynamic
cable systems for floating offshore wind, higher voltage array and export cable solutions, cable
protection, advanced cable materials, monitoring and inspection technologies, smart joints,
connectors and terminations, fault detection and cable protection systems, power electronics and
solutions that reduce transmission losses. Applicants should show how their innovation can improve
electrical system reliability, reduce downtime or enable the next generation of offshore wind projects.

3.4  Accelerated Consenting - Smart Environmental Services
This Mission Area supports technologies and services that improve the speed, quality and confidence

of environmental assessment, monitoring and consenting for offshore wind. Relevant innovations
include Al-driven environmental analysis, automated regulatory reporting and compliance tools,
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remote sensing and digital ecology platforms, and robotic and autonomous environmental
survey/monitoring technologies. Applicants should demonstrate how their innovation can support
faster, more sustainable deployment while maintaining robust environmental decision-making.

3.5  Future proofing offshore wind operations - Next Generation Installation and
o&M

This Mission Area focuses on technologies that improve the way offshore wind farms are inspected,
operated and maintained throughout their lifecycle. Relevant innovations in this Mission Area include
technologies, products and services that support refurbishment and component reuse; major
component exchange; condition health monitoring; autonomous and remote operation of offshore
assets; and robotic and autonomous inspection and fault detection systems. Applicants should show
how their innovation can improve safety, reduce maintenance time, increase asset availability and
reduce whole-life cost.

4 APPLICATION PROCESS

The Accelerating Innovations Programme application process is a time-bound call. The application
submission is administered through a third party, Skipso Ltd. (Company no. 06515896) (“Skipso”) and
managed by ORE Catapult. Applicants will be required to create an account before submitting an
application. Application questions, together with supporting guidance, will be made available on the
platform. Should you require any support in registering with the application platform, please reach out
to the programme team using the contact details in this scope and guidance document.

Through our application and assessment process we’re seeking to identify high potential businesses
(HPB). The application questions have been designed to understand information across three
assessment areas:

e Technology

o This means the Innovation you’re developing, the technical challenge trying to solve
and the impact it might have on a wind turbine/farm.

e Business

o We're looking to understand who is developing the innovation and growing the
business, what success you’ve had to date in raising capital and what your long-term
vision is for growing your business in the offshore wind sector.

e Market

o We're looking to understand what your market opportunity is, how it might be
manufactured (if applicable) and what the proposed route to market is.

Wind Innovation Hub Public 4
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4.1  Stage 1: Written Applications

411 Section1

The information provided in this section is not scored by our assessment team; however, it is used to
conduct eligibility criteria checks. If you are not deemed eligible based on the information provided in
this section, the Wind Innovation Hub Programme team will provide you with feedback at this stage.
Some of the information in this section does provide the AIP team with indications of your business’
growth potential, although the information is not scored and may be used to inform what support
might be required to accelerate your business. If your application is successful, we may use some of
this information during our onboarding process. The questions associated with Section 1 from the
application can be found in Appendix A — Application Questions.

4.1.2 Section 2

The information provided in this section is scored by our assessment team. The Wind Innovation Hub
will identify high potential businesses who can most benefit from our support.

This table outlines the application questions and the weighting of each corresponding application
section.

Question Question text Assessment Assessment
Area Weighting
1 Describe your innovation and the technical challenge it solves in the wind
energy industry. (250 words)
2 What is currently done by the industry, and what does the applicant’s
technology, product or service do differently? (250 words)
Technology 1/3
3 How does it compare with other innovations being developed by other
businesses that solves a similar challenge? (250 words)
4 What financial, environmental and/or safety benefits would arise from
adoption of your technology by the wind industry? (250 words)
5 What experience does your team have in developing innovative
technologies, products and services, and in developing a commercially
successful business? (250 words)
6 Have you established collaborations with other entities/organisations to
support the commercialisation of your technology/business? (100 words)
Business 1/3
7 Does your business hold any patents, copyrights, trademarks or design
rights associated with the technology, product or service you are
developing? (250 words)
8 What is your company’s long-term interest in the offshore wind sector?
(250 words)
9 What is the market opportunity/size for your innovation? (250 words) 1/3
Wind Innovation Hub Public 5
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10 Are you currently selling your technology, product or service in the wind Market
energy industry? Opportunity
Yes

a. Provide details of end users/types of end users and
value of sales to date. (100 words)

No

b.  Provide details of your plan to secure future
commercial contracts (100 words)

11 What is your current business model and route to market for your
innovation (e.g. licensing)? (250 words)

12 Are you aware of any regulations, policies or standards that might affect
adoption of your technology by the wind energy industry? (250 words)

13 If your innovation is a physical product, what manufacturing capabilities do
you have? (250 words)

e If your product is a digital-based solution, this question is not
marked.

4.1.3 Section 3

The information provided in this section is not scored by our assessment team; however, it is used to
conduct eligibility criteria checks. If you are not deemed eligible based on the information provided in
this section, the Wind Innovation Hub Programme team will provide you with feedback at this stage.
If your application is successful, we may use some of this information during our onboarding process.
The questions associated with Section 3 from the application can be found in Appendix A — Application
Questions.

4.2  Stage 2: Assessment

Assessment of applications will be conducted by the Wind Innovation Hub organisations (ORE Catapult,
NCC and NMIS). Please note that no member of the Accelerating Innovations Programme team
responsible for the development and execution of the application process is involved in the scoring
process.

The Wind Innovation Hub will follow a Portfolio Approach when determining successful applicants.
A Portfolio Approach is a funding strategy that ensures we support a balanced mix of innovations and
businesses. The portfolio can be spread across a range of:

e The type of innovation and how it aligns with our Missions
e The development stage of your innovation
e The location of your business

e The type of support your business might need and our ability to respond to that need

Wind Innovation Hub Public 6
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In some instances, your application may score highly but be unsuccessful. Feedback will be given to all
applicants. A number of organisations may be waitlisted following the outcome of the final due
diligence checks, outlined below.

Once accepted onto the programme, ORE Catapult will conduct due diligence checks on your
organisation’s financial position and people with significant control in your organisation. These
checks are done using both publicly available data and data you provide in Sections 1 and 3 of the
application. If your organisation fails this assessment, we will provide feedback and inform our
waitlisted awardees that they have been successful. No awards will be made without Innovate UK'’s
approval.

4.3  Stage 3: Award, Contracting and Onboarding

All applicants will be notified of the outcome of their application by the 2" of November 2026. It is
expected that all applicants will have reviewed the template Letter of Engagement (available to
download on the application portal) and the MFA notification/declaration documents prior to
submitting their applications.

Each successful organisation will be expected to have a Director / Company Secretary of the business
sign the letter of engagement and submit a baseline KPI survey prior to being accepted on the
programme.

5 KEY DATES

The following table provides a list of key dates for this call and programme.

EVENT DATE

Application launch 26t of August 2026
Application guidance webinar — REGISTRATION LINK 8th of September 2026
Clarification question deadline 234 of September 2026*
Application close date 11:59 pm - 5th of October 2026
Outcome notification 2nd of November 2026
Onboarding process 3rd of Nov — 14th of December
Delivery start date 2nd of January 2027
Programme close 30th of June 2027

*Please be aware that after this date, no further questions will be responded to. Where clarifications
are required, an FAQ tab will be set up on the Skipso platform.

Wind Innovation Hub Public 7
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6 INCLUSIVE APPLICATIONS AND PROGRAMME

At the Wind Innovation Hub, we believe that diverse teams drive stronger innovation and better
outcomes for the offshore wind sector. The Accelerating Innovations Programme is committed to
creating an inclusive programme where innovators from all backgrounds have equal opportunity to
succeed.

We actively encourage applications from underrepresented groups within innovation and engineering,
including women, ethnic minorities, people with disabilities, neurodiverse individuals and founders
from diverse socioeconomic backgrounds.

Equality, diversity and inclusion are not formal selection criteria; however, by fostering a culture of
openness, collaboration and respect, the Wind Innovation Hub aims to create an environment where
diverse perspectives are valued and innovative ideas can thrive.

Should you require additional materials and/or support in your application for personal reasons, please
contact the programme team.

7 SUBSIDY CONTROL

As part of your participation in the Accelerating Innovations Programme, we consider that you shall
receive a form of subsidy, since the Programme is funded using public funds provided by Innovate UK.
“Subsidy” for the purposes of this declaration is defined in the Subsidy Control Act 2022.

In accordance with the 2022 Act, there are exemptions from the subsidy control rules where the total
amount of public funding granted to a single economic actor does not exceed a Minimum Financial
Assistance threshold of £315,000 over any period of three fiscal years (the “MFA Threshold”).

The MFA Threshold is calculated by reference to any subsidies you have received in the current
financial year and the previous two financial years, which shall include any State Aid that you received
under the UK’s previous State Aid regime when the UK was a member of the EU (for example, de
minimis aid). In order to participate in the programme, successful companies will be required to
confirm that they are able to receive up to £100,000 through MFA without exceeding their three-year
MFA threshold. For the avoidance of doubt, funding in this programme is provided via “in-kind”
contributions to awardees. No money is transferred to an awardee. As the programme funder,
Innovate UK will approve all awards made by the Wind Innovation Hub.

8 CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

The business information you provide in your online application will be kept strictly confidential and
will be used solely by ORE Catapult, NCC, NMIS and independent technical assessors for the purpose
of this Innovation Call. We will also share information about your business with Innovate UK as part of
our governance process.

It is the intention of the Wind Innovation Hub programme team that the Accelerating Innovations
Programme call creates a confidential and intellectually safe environment where applicants feel able
to share their ideas and concepts without fear of plagiarism or impact on their secrecy. As a result,
ORE Catapult will ensure that the Intellectual Property (IP) included in submissions to the Innovation
Call, and any IP developed during any subsequent phase, is and will remain the property of the
provider, will be treated in confidence, and will be used exclusively for the purpose of assessing and
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evaluating the application. If the applicant does not want to share the outputs of its work with ORE
Catapult, then the application should include a clear statement setting out which information will be
redacted. All personal information or personal data supplied in relation to this application will be
processed in accordance with applicable data protection legislation, including the UK GDPR and the
Data Protection Act 2018. Application data will be collected through the Skipso application platform
and used for the purposes of administering the application process, checking eligibility, assessing the
merit of applications, conducting due diligence, supporting award decisions and managing programme
delivery. No special category personal data is requested or intended to be processed as part of the
application process. Personal data will not be used for automated decision-making, profiling or direct
marketing without consent.

For the purposes of UK data protection law, ORE Catapult is the data controller for personal data
collected through the application process and used to administer, manage and assess applications on
behalf of the Wind Innovation Hub. Innovate UK will become an independent data controller for any
personal data shared with it under the data-sharing agreement between ORE Catapult and Innovate
UK. Full details can be found on the Privacy Policy on the application landing page. Applicants should
refer to the Privacy Policy provided by ORE Catapult and Innovate UK for further details about how
their personal data is processed.

9 CONTACT DETAILS

Where applicants have specific questions, they can contact the Wind Innovation Hub Programme
team. Enquiries can be sent to:

e Magnus Willett — Accelerating Innovations Coordinator (magnus.willett@ore.catapult.org.uk)

Wind Innovation Hub Public 9
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Application Questions

Section 1 — Applicant details

Organisation

Is the company you are submitting an application for, part of a wider group of companies?

a. If you answered yes to the previous question, please provide more information here

Does your organisation have any Person(s) of Significant Control (PSC) with Russian and/or

Does your organisation have any Person(s) of Significant Control (PSC) who could be

1. Lead applicant name
2. Jobrole of lead applicant
3. Contact phone number of lead applicant
4. Contact email address of lead applicant
5. Company name
6. Companies House registration number
7. Registered address of company
8. Company Size (drop down)

a. Micro

b. Small

c. Medium

d. Large
9. Number of employees
10. Number of contractors
11. Annual company turnover
12. Balance sheet total
13. How many years has your company been trading?
14.
15.

Belarusian citizenship?
16.
considered a Politically Exposed Person (PEP)?
Innovation

17. What is the Technology Readiness Level (TRL) of your Innovation?

18. What is the Commercial Readiness Level of your Innovation

a. Drop down

i. TRL5 - technology basic validation in a relevant environment

ii. TRL 6 - technology model or prototype demonstration in a relevant

environment

iii. TRL 7 -technology prototype demonstration in an operational environment

iv. TRL 8 - actual technology completed and qualified through test and

demonstration

a. Drop down

Wind Innovation Hub Public
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Vi.
Vii.
viii.

iX.

25-Aug-2026

CRL 1 - Basic commercial opportunity observed

CRL 2 - Commercial viability understood, Primary market factors measured
CRL 3 - Potential markets and competitiveness understood

CRL 4 - Value proposition and commercialisation strategy validated

CRL 5 - Alignment with market players achieved

CRL 6 - Regulatory environments understood; partnerships formed

CRL 7 - Financial model validated; trials complete

CRL 8 - Customers signed up; scale-up path validated

CRL 9 - Product launched; revenue generated

19. Which of the Wind Innovation Hub Missions does your technology relate to?

a. Transforming Blades - Advanced turbine technology

b. Deepwater Wind - Industrialised foundations and substructures

c. AC/DC Reliable Cables - Future electrical systems and cables

d. Accelerated Consenting - Smart environmental services

e. Future Proofing Offshore Wind Operations - Next generation installation and O&M

20. What technical and commercial development barriers is your Innovation facing?:
a. Multiple selection:

i
ii.
iii.
iv.
V.
vi.
vii.
viii.

Xi.
Xii.
Xiii.

Funding

Access to lab and controlled test environments
Access to full-scale demonstration sites
Access to operational, full scale environments
Access to operational data
Difficulty moving from prototype to a manufacturable product
Limited production capacity to meet market demand
Limited access to investment or grant funding
High development and certification costs
Limited understanding of customer needs and market requirements
Understanding offshore wind project developer procurement processes
Limited network and industry connections
Regulatory and policy uncertainty
Other
1. If you answered other to the previous question, please provide more
information here

21. Was your organisation successful in the recent Innovate UK Offshore Wind Innovation

Funding call?

a. Yes:

Wind Innovation Hub

Drop down selection
1. Feasibility Study
2. Industrial Research
Were you a Lead or Project Partner (Drop down selection)
1. Lead Partner
2. Project Partner

Public 11
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b. No

22. Has the technology, product or service you’re developing previously or currently won

either public and/or private grant funding?
a. Yes
i. If youanswered yes to the previous question, please provide more
information here
b. No

23. What private investment (e.g. angel, venture capital and/or private equity) has your

organisation attracted to date?

Section 2 — Technical, Business and Market Applications

1.

Describe your Innovation and the technical challenge it solves in the wind energy industry?
(250 words)

What is currently done by the industry and what does the applicants technology, product or
service do differently? (250 words)

How does it compare with other Innovations being developed by other businesses that
solves a similar challenge? (250 words)

What financial, environmental and/or safety benefits are there in the adoption of your
technology by the wind industry? (250 words)

What experience does your team have in the development of Innovative technologies,
products and services and developing a commercially successful business? (250 words)

Have you established collaborations with other entities/organisations to support the
commercialisation of your technology/business? (100 words)

Does your business hold any patents, copyrights, trademarks or design rights associated with
the technology, product or service you are developing? (250 words)

What is your companies long-term interest in the offshore wind sector? (250 words)

What is the market opportunity/size for your Innovation? (250 words)

10. Are you currently selling your technology, product or service in the Wind Energy industry?

a. Yes
i. Provide details of end users/types of end users and value of sales to date.
(100 words)
b. No
Wind Innovation Hub Public 12
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11.

12.

13.

i. Provide details of your plan to secure future commercial contracts (100
words)

What is your current business model and route to market for your Innovation? (250 words)

Are you aware of any regulations, policies or standards which might affect the adoption of
your technology by the Wind Energy industry? (250 words)

If your innovation is a physical product, what manufacturing capabilities do you have? (250
words)

a. Ifyour product is a digital-based solution, this question is not marked.

Section 3 — Declaration and submission

1. Please confirm your company (or group of companies, if appropriate) are able to receive up
to £100,000 in Minimal Financial Assistance (MFA)
a. Yes
b. No
2. Please Provide details of all Minimal Financial Assistance received by your company (or group
of companies if appropriate) in the past 3 financial years, including the current financial year
(26/27).
a. UPLOAD MFA Declaration Sheet
3. Please confirm you have the resources required to commit to this programme and that you
have agreement and authorisation to apply to the Wind Innovation Hub for this support from
C-Suite/Senior Leadership in your organisation.
a. Yes
b. No
4. Please confirm you have reviewed all supporting material provided by the Wind Innovation
Hub (e.g. scope and guidance, letter of engagement and MFA Notification Documents).
a. Yes
b. No
5. By submitting this form, you confirm that the information provided is true, accurate and
supplied in good faith. You acknowledge that your personal information and application data
will be collected, used and retained for the purposes of administering the application
Wind Innovation Hub Public 13
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process, checking eligibility, assessing applications, conducting due diligence, supporting
award decisions, managing programme delivery and meeting governance, monitoring,
assurance and evaluation requirements. Personal data will be processed in accordance with
applicable UK data protection legislation and the privacy information provided for the
programme. Do you agree?

a. Yes
b. No

6. Would you like to receive information about future innovation, business support and supply
chain development opportunities from ORE Catapult, NCC, NMIS and Innovate UK?

a. Yes
b. No

7. Please confirm the information provided is true and accurate and provided in good faith.

a. Yes
b. No
Wind Innovation Hub Public 14
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